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April 2020 OVRC Meeting Overview

• Lets start like this: I’ll ask everyone to mute their mics. If you want to 
talk, unmute them and talk, but be aware that others might be talking 
at the same time. Share the floor!
(If this doesn’t work, I will take control of all mics, but I’d rather not!)

• I have a few announcements

• I will open the floor to announcements

• I have a presentation on 1-tube radios

• I will open the floor to 1 tube radio discussions



Notes

• Jim Stephen (Henry James “Jim” Stephen) died
February 23. Was an authority on radios, and 
was very active in the early years of the club.

• May 2 live auction has been cancelled.

• June 10 face-to-face meeting cancelled.

• If this “Zoom” seems useful, I propose another on-line meeting May 
13, also the June 10 meeting about “Stewart-Warner”

• I have not been to the mailbox lately; it’s not an essential activity.

• Anything else???



One-Tube Radios
• How do you get enough performance from a single tube?

• Just use a tube as a detector: essentially a crystal radio.

• Regenerative: Get almost infinite gain.

• Superregenerative: Often used at higher frequencies. Also gives lots of gain.

• Reflex: Put the signal thru the tube twice: once at RF, once at audio.

• Multi-section tubes. 

• Combinations of the above.

• The most interesting to us are probably the one-tube regens popular 
in the ‘20’s
• Cheap, easy on batteries.

• Licenses for single tube radios were sometimes cheaper.



1-tube construction plans



1-Tube Regenerative

From Alfred Morgan:
First Radio Book for Boys
1941





August 1961
Popular Electronics

Superregenerative FM Receiver



1-Tube Reflex TRF Radio

Nov 1955
Popular Electronics

-RF amplifier, 
-diode detector, 
-reflexed audio 
amplifier.



Superheterodyne



1-tube with 3 functions

October 1955
Popular Electronics

-Diode det
-Audio 1
-Audio 2



Reflex Superheterodyne
Sept 1956 
Pop Electronics

-Diode mixer
-Triode local osc.
-Pentode IF amp
-Diode detector
-Pentode (reflexed)
audio amp



Commercial 1-tube Receivers



Loewe



Loewe

Three triodes plus
resistors and capacitors
all in one envelope!



Northern
R11



Radiola 1



Ace “V”

Ace = “Precision Engineering Association”
Was bought by Powell Crosley in 1922

Tuned circuit + detector



Crosley V = Ace =Harko Sr. Not regen: just an Audion detector.



Crosley “Pup”

AKA Sky Terrior



Pup



Globe



Home Brew



• Show us yours!


