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About Me – Jeff Tranter

⚫ Based in Ottawa area since 1983.

⚫ Worked in telecom and computer industry as Electrical Engineer, Software 
Developer, Consultant, and Manager.

⚫ Retired in 2025.

⚫ Interests include: retrocomputing, amateur radio, vintage radio, vintage test 
equipment, Heathkit products, embedded computing (Arduino, Raspberry Pi, 
etc.), 3D printing, pinball machines, jukeboxes, music (guitar, ukulele).

⚫ Author of two Heathkit books:

⚫ Classic Heathkit Electronic Test Equipment

⚫ Classic Heathkit Computers, Calculators, and Robots
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About Me – Jeff Tranter
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Company Overview

⚫ Heathkit sold consumer electronic products in kit form.

⚫ The premise was that you could save as much as 50% over factory built products by 
assembling it yourself.

⚫ The kits included all necessary parts and components.

⚫ Most could be built with little or no prior experience in electronics.

⚫ They were renowned for the quality and level of detail of the instruction manuals.

⚫ The manuals also covered theory of operation, troubleshooting, etc. so you could 
maintain the product yourself.
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Company Overview

⚫ Typically no test equipment was needed for test, alignment, and calibration.

⚫ You could get assistance at their stores, by telephone, or mail.

⚫ As a last resort, you could bring or ship the kit to Heathkit to be repaired (at a nominal 
cost).

⚫ They had a chain of dealers and retail stores in major cities in USA and Canada. They 
also sold through mail order.

⚫ Many kits (such as test equipment) were also sold as factory assembled versions at 
higher prices.

⚫ They also sold training courses and hardware for the technical training market 
(individuals, colleges, businesses).
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Heathkit History

Major Milestones for the Heath Company:

⚫ 1912  Heath Company founded as aircraft company by Edward Bayard Heath.

⚫ 1926  Offered Heath Parasol airplane kit.

⚫ 1931  Edward Heath killed in test flight.

⚫ 1935  Assets purchased by Howard Anthony. Company sells aircraft accessories.

⚫ 1947  Introduced O1 oscilloscope kit using war surplus parts. Focus shifts to electronic kits.

⚫ 1954  Howard Anthony killed in plane crash.

⚫ 1955  Heath Company acquired by Daystrom Company.

⚫ 1962  Daystrom acquired by Schlumberger Limited.

⚫ 1974  Heathkit Educational Systems division formed.

⚫ 1977  Introduction of H-8 and H-11 computers.

⚫ 1979  Acquired by Zenith Radio Company, forming Zenith Data Systems (ZDS).
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Heathkit History

Major Milestones for the Heath Company:

⚫ 1982  HERO 1 robot introduced.

⚫ 1984  Computer kits focus on IBM PC compatibles.

⚫ 1989  Zenith Data Systems acquired by Groupe Bull.

⚫ 1992  Heathkit leaves the kit business, focuses on educational products.

⚫ 1995  Heathkit sold to HIG.

⚫ 1998  Sold to investment group, then to DESA International.

⚫ 2008  DESA International files bankruptcy. Heathkit Educational Systems continues.

⚫ 2012  Heathkit Educational Systems files for bankruptcy and shuts down.

⚫ 2013  New owner of Heathkit name announces intention to return to kit business.

⚫ 2015  Heathkit releases first new kit: GR-150 Explorer TRF AM radio receiver.

⚫ 2017  Heathkit offers GC-1006 Most Reliable Clock and AN-P2L Pipetenna VHF/UHF antenna kit. Announces HM-1002 Precision 
RF Meter.
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Major Product Lines

⚫ Amateur Radio and Shortwave Listening

⚫ Automotive

⚫ Aviation Electronics

⚫ Calculators

⚫ Clocks

⚫ Computers

⚫ Consumer radios (AM, FM)

⚫ Educational training courses and trainers

⚫ Energy products

⚫ Furniture

⚫ High Fidelity and stereo equipment

⚫ Home Products

⚫ Intercoms

⚫ Marine Products

⚫ Metal locators

⚫ Music (electronic organs, metronomes, guitar amps)

⚫ Photography and darkroom products

⚫ Radio Control modeling

⚫ Robots (HERO etc.)

⚫ Scientific and laboratory instruments

⚫ Security

⚫ Telephone products

⚫ Televisions

⚫ Test Equipment

⚫ Tools

⚫ Weather stations and thermometers
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Radio, Hi-Fi, and Audio Products

⚫ Amplifiers & Integrated Amps:

⚫ Tube Era (1950s–1960s):

⚫ W-Series Power Amplifiers (W-1, W-2, W-3, W-4, W-5): Classic Williamson-type amps

⚫ UA-Series UL Amplifiers (UA-1, UA-2): Ultra-linear monoblocks using EL84 tubes, known for 
excellent sound and reliability.

⚫ AA-Series Integrated Amps (AA-151, AA-100, AA-32): Affordable tube integrated amps; the AA-
151 is still popular with collectors.

⚫ Solid-State Era (1960s–1970s):

⚫ AR-Series Receivers (AR-15, AR-1500, AR-1515): The AR-15 was one of Heathkit’s most 
advanced receivers at its introduction.

⚫ AA-1640 Power Amplifier: A very powerful (200 W/ch) solid-state amp, well-regarded for robust 
construction.

⚫ AA-29, AA-1214 Integrated Amps: Solid-state integrated amplifiers that were popular kits for 
hobbyists entering Hi-Fi.
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Radio, Hi-Fi, and Audio Products

⚫ Preamplifiers:

⚫ SP-2 and SP-2A Stereo Preamps: Tube-based, often paired with the W-series amps.

⚫ AP-1800 Preamplifier: A high-end solid-state preamp from the late 1970s with advanced 
controls and low-noise design.

⚫ Tuners:

⚫ AJ-30, AJ-32 Tube Tuners: Early AM/FM stereo tuners.

⚫ AJ-41, AJ-1510 Solid-State Tuners: The AJ-1510 was unusual in being a digital-synthesized 
tuner in the 1970s

⚫ Turntables:

⚫ Heathkit TT-1/TT-1A: Belt-drive turntable kit, OEM’d from Rek-O-Kut.

⚫ AD-Series Turntable: These used high-quality Japanese mechanisms (often from CEC).
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Radio, Hi-Fi, and Audio Products

⚫ Speakers:

⚫ AS-10, AS-21, AS-1348, AS-163: Many used drivers OEM’d from Acoustic Research, Altec, 
and Jensen.

⚫ AS-101: A kit version of the Altec Lansing Valencia; very collectible today.

⚫ Tape Decks:

⚫ AD-1700, AD-1300 Reel-to-Reel Decks: Often based on Sony transports.

⚫ AR-1600 Cassette Deck: A high-quality 3-head cassette deck kit.

⚫ Televisions:

⚫ GR-2000: A popular 25-inch color television kit, notable for being the first TV anywhere with 
on-screen channel and time displays.

⚫ GR-2001: An updated version of the GR-2000, advertised in 1976 as a "computerized TV 
system" capable of programming an entire evening's viewing.
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Radio, Hi-Fi, and Audio Products
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Amateur Radio Products

⚫ HW-101 HF Transceiver

⚫ SB-Series

⚫ "Benton Harbor Lunchbox" series (HW-19, HW-29A, HW-30)

⚫ DX-Series Transmitters (AT-1, DX-100, DX-60)

⚫ Linear Amplifiers (SB-200 and SB-220)

⚫ QRP transceivers (HW-7, HW-8, HW-9)

⚫ Accessories and test equipment (SWR and power meters, dummy 
loads, keyers)
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Amateur Radio Products
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Amateur Radio Products
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Test Equipment Products

⚫ VTVMs, VOMs, and multimeters

⚫ RF and audio signal generators

⚫ Oscilloscopes

⚫ Power supplies

⚫ Tube and transistor testers

⚫ Impedance bridges, capacitor testers

⚫ Television servicing equipment
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Test Equipment Products
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Computer Products

⚫ Analog computers

⚫ Pocket calculators

⚫ H-8

⚫ H-11

⚫ H-89

⚫ H/Z-100

⚫ IBM PC compatibles

⚫ Robots: HERO-1, HERO Jr., HERO 2000



29

Computer Products
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Computer Products
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Other/Unusual Products
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Other/Unusual Products
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Other/Unusual Products
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Buying and Restoring Heathkits
Source Pros Cons

eBay Widest range of items.
Some buyer protection.
Feedback system for rating sellers.

Highest selling prices.
Have to buy sight unseen.
Shipping costs, possible duties, tariffs.
Possibility of shipping damage.

Maxsold Usually local, items can be picked up.
Generally lower prices than eBay.

Have to buy sight unseen.
Limited buyer protection and feedback system.
High fees (some paid by seller).
Have to pick up on specific day/time.

Flea Markets, Hamfests, Garage 
Sales, etc.

Usually good prices.
Not bidding against others.
Can see item before buying.
No shipping cost.

Limited number of events.
Hit and miss what you can find.
Typically no buyer protection or feedback system.

Kijiji and Facebook Marketplace Typically local.
No fees.

Limited buyer protection and feedback system.
Can be hard to find items.

OVRC and other live auctions Often good prices (unless bidding war).
Can see item before buying.
No shipping cost.

Have to physically be there.
Hit and miss what you will find.
Some fees.

OVRC and other online auctions Often good prices (unless bidding war).
Don't have to physically be there.
No shipping cost.

Have to buy sight unseen.
Have to pick up on specific day/time.
Some fees.
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Buying and Restoring Heathkits

⚫ Similar to restoring radios:

⚫ Replace electrolytic and paper caps, resistors shifted in value, etc.

⚫ Challenge finding unique parts (transformers, knobs, faceplates, 
unusual pots and switches, etc.)

⚫ Safety: May want to add 3-wire cord, fuse, safety caps, etc.

⚫ Unique to Heathkits:

⚫ Original manuals cover full assembly, test/alignment procedures, theory 
of operation, etc.

⚫ Quality of build varies, can't assume built correctly.

⚫ Modifications are common.
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Heathkit Today
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Summary

⚫ Why did they go out of business?

⚫ Heathkits are sought after and collectible

⚫ Many products still in use

⚫ Many resources on the Internet
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References

⚫ My Lulu published books: https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/tranter

⚫ My YouTube channel: https://www.youtube.com/@jefftranter

⚫ My Github repositories: https://github.com/jefftranter

https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/tranter
https://www.youtube.com/@jefftranter
https://github.com/jefftranter
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Q&A

⚫ Questions?
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