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About Me — Jeff Tranter

. Based in Ottawa area since 1983.

- Worked in telecom and computer industry as Electrical Engineer, Software
Developer, Consultant, and Manager.

. Retired in 2025.

. Interests include: retrocomputing, amateur radio, vintage radio, vintage test
equipment, Heathkit products, embedded computing (Arduino, Raspberry Pi,
etc.), 3D printing, pinball machines, jukeboxes, music (guitar, ukulele).

. Author of two Heathkit books:
. Classic Heathkit Electronic Test Equipment
. Classic Heathkit Computers, Calculators, and Robots







Company Overview

- Heathkit sold consumer electronic products in kit form.

. The premise was that you could save as much as 50% over factory built products by
assembling it yourself.

- The kits included all necessary parts and components.
- Most could be built with little or no prior experience in electronics.
. They were renowned for the quality and level of detail of the instruction manuals.

. The manuals also covered theory of operation, troubleshooting, etc. so you could
maintain the product yourself.




Why Do Millions Build Heathkit® Electronics?

Creative Fun And Unigue Personal Satisfaction
Building your own Hesthkit provides o chance to creste useful, sophis-
ticated products from your own effort . - | a chance 10 enjoy a hobby
that's a fascinating change from the everyday routine . , . a chance to
have fun and relux, to escape from the ordinary. And the greatest thell
comes when you finish yoor kit sed turm # on. You experience that
exhilirating sense of self-accomplshment , . . that feeling of personal
victory that only comes from doing something you doubled was possibe
for you to do.

Up to 50% Savings Over Factory-Built Versions
Beskles: the fun, building your own Hesthka i economscal, It's like
getting paid for the hoan yoo spend emjoving your hohby, For example,
when you build the AD-27 Sieeco Compact you “earn™ as much a5 $7.50
an hour when you consider the hig savings.

A Finished Product With Superlative Performance
Ower 350 years of accummulnted kit saginecring. the most experienced
stafl in the busimess, are brought 1o bear on design problems in all
Heathkir product aress. And cach product grotp has its own staff of
engineering specinlnts who devote their entire efforts (0 bringing you
the latest techniques and advasces in the “state of the an™,

In additwon, cach new kit design must sarvive several stages of rigid
performince tessing. These 165 e your sssurance that every Heathkit
is “specificarion guarmtiend”. Bt don't ke our word for it. Compare
specalications. Read the reviews by respected electronics editors. Or ask
uny Heathkit owner . . . youll find plenty of them around,

Direct Factory-To-You Delivery
Heath Compuny uses the most olf ective tramsportation means direct from
its factory and warchouse in Misshsanga

Prices in This Catalogue Include Delivery

Libersl Credit Terms

Build your Heathkit now . . . pay later with the convenient Heath Timo-
Payment Plan. No money down and up 0 12 moaths 1o pay on orders
from $28 to $201) .. 0% down and up Lo 24 months on orders over
$300. See Page 9 for detaiis

FREE Factory Consulting Service
Heath maintaing » staff of expert technical correspondents to answer any
questicie about selecti tion und use of your kit. And it costs
you nothing. Just drop them a lime. In addition, factory repair service
facilities are nt your command shonld you ever need it
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Company Overview

. Typically no test equipment was needed for test, alignment, and calibration.
- You could get assistance at their stores, by telephone, or mail.

. As alast resort, you could bring or ship the kit to Heathkit to be repaired (at a nominal
cost).

. They had a chain of dealers and retail stores in major cities in USA and Canada. They
also sold through mail order.

- Many kits (such as test equipment) were also sold as factory assembled versions at
higher prices.

- They also sold training courses and hardware for the technical training market
(individuals, colleges, businesses).




l-lEATH_‘ 1520 1SLINGTON AVENUE

TORONTO, ONTARIO
M8Z 523 '

POSTMASTER:
If Undeliverable, Please Do Not Return




Heathkit History

Major Milestones for the Heath Company:

1912 Heath Company founded as aircraft company by Edward Bayard Heath.

1926 Offered Heath Parasol airplane kit.

1931 Edward Heath killed in test flight.

1935 Assets purchased by Howard Anthony. Company sells aircraft accessories.

1947 Introduced O1 oscilloscope kit using war surplus parts. Focus shifts to electronic kits.
1954 Howard Anthony killed in plane crash.

1955 Heath Company acquired by Daystrom Company.

1962 Daystrom acquired by Schlumberger Limited.

1974 Heathkit Educational Systems division formed.

1977 Introduction of H-8 and H-11 computers.

1979 Acquired by Zenith Radio Company, forming Zenith Data Systems (ZDS).
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"THE NEW

Complete kit to build a beautiful 5 scope,
cabinet, chassis and panel punched, formed tnd
lettered. Every part supplied, including tubes
with 5BP1, cased power transformer, oil con-
denser. Frequency compensated amplifier, 15 to
30M cy. sweep, all controls, blueprint and in-

ooooooo
''''''''''''''

----------
-----------
---------------

HEATH 5° 0SCILLOSCOPE |

structions. This kit makes an ex--
cellent training course. Complete. $39.50 :




Heathkit History

Major Milestones for the Heath Company:

1982 HERO 1 robot introduced.

1984 Computer kits focus on IBM PC compatibles.

1989 Zenith Data Systems acquired by Groupe Bull.

1992 Heathkit leaves the kit business, focuses on educational products.

1995 Heathkit sold to HIG.

1998 Sold to investment group, then to DESA International.

2008 DESA International files bankruptcy. Heathkit Educational Systems continues.
2012 Heathkit Educational Systems files for bankruptcy and shuts down.

2013 New owner of Heathkit name announces intention to return to kit business.

2015 Heathkit releases first new kit: GR-150 Explorer TRF AM radio receiver.

2017 Heathkit offers GC-1006 Most Reliable Clock and AN-P2L Pipetenna VHF/UHF antenna kit. Announces HM-1002 Precision
RF Meter.
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Move into the world of robotics with the first sophisticated teaching robot - HERD 1
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Home  Catalog

Weather Stations

Gold Certitied Pre-Owned™  Vintage Manuals  About Contact FAQ

New Heathkit Merch! Buy Now!

Most Reliable Clock ™ - GC-1006
$324.00

tcom/products/thd-mp

vement-kit

for

ig-18-5enies-audio

Shop now

Explorer™ AM: TRF AM radio receiver (solder kif) - AMSAT CubeSatSim Kit < Heathkit Edition Educator Davis Wireless Vantage Pro2 Weather Station with
black case - GR-152-BK Pack Slandard Radialion Shield and WeatherLink Consofe
$352.00 $1,400,00 - SKU 6262, 6262M
$1,400.00
Parts and More!
-
ShoD now
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Major Product Lines

Amateur Radio and Shortwave Listening
Automotive

Aviation Electronics

Calculators

Clocks

Computers

Consumer radios (AM, FM)

Educational training courses and trainers
Energy products

Furniture

High Fidelity and stereo equipment

Home Products

Intercoms

Marine Products

Metal locators

Music (electronic organs, metronomes, guitar amps)
Photography and darkroom products
Radio Control modeling

Robots (HERO etc.)

Scientific and laboratory instruments
Security

Telephone products

Televisions

Test Equipment

Tools

Weather stations and thermometers




over 250 electronic kits — world's largest selection




Radio, Hi-Fi, and Audio Products

. Amplifiers & Integrated Amps:

. Tube Era (1950s-1960s):
. W-Series Power Amplifiers (W-1, W-2, W-3, W-4, W-5): Classic Williamson-type amps

. UA-Series UL Amplifiers (UA-1, UA-2): Ultra-linear monoblocks using EL84 tubes, known for
excellent sound and reliability.

. AA-Series Integrated Amps (AA-151, AA-100, AA-32): Affordable tube integrated amps; the AA-
151 is still popular with collectors.

. Solid-State Era (1960s—-1970s):

. AR-Series Receivers (AR-15, AR-1500, AR-1515): The AR-15 was one of Heathkit’'s most
advanced receivers at its introduction.

. AA-1640 Power Amplifier: A very powerful (200 W/ch) solid-state amp, well-regarded for robust
construction.

. AA-29, AA-1214 Integrated Amps: Solid-state integrated amplifiers that were popular kits for
hobbyists entering Hi-Fi.




Radio, Hi-Fi, and Audio Products

- Preamoplifiers:
. SP-2 and SP-2A Stereo Preamps: Tube-based, often paired with the \W-series amps.

. AP-1800 Preamplifier: A high-end solid-state preamp from the late 1970s with advanced
controls and low-noise design.

« Tuners:
. AJ-30, AJ-32 Tube Tuners: Early AM/FM stereo tuners.

. AJ-41, AJ-1510 Solid-State Tuners: The AJ-1510 was unusual in being a digital-synthesized
tuner in the 1970s

« Turntables:
. Heathkit TT-1/TT-1A: Belt-drive turntable kit, OEM’d from Rek-O-Kut.

. AD-Series Turntable: These used high-quality Japanese mechanisms (often from CEC).




Radio, Hi-Fi, and Audio Products

. Speakers:

. AS-10, AS-21, AS-1348, AS-163: Many used drivers OEM’d from Acoustic Research, Altec,
and Jensen.

. AS-101: A kit version of the Altec Lansing Valencia; very collectible today.

. Tape Decks:
. AD-1700, AD-1300 Reel-to-Reel Decks: Often based on Sony transports.
. AR-1600 Cassette Deck: A high-quality 3-head cassette deck Kkit.

. lelevisions:

. GR-2000: A popular 25-inch color television kit, notable for being the first TV anywhere with
on-screen channel and time displays.

. GR-2001: An updated version of the GR-2000, advertised in 1976 as a "computerized TV
system" capable of programming an entire evening's viewing.




Radio, Hi-Fi, and Audio
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Amateur Radio Products

- HW-101 HF Transceiver

. SB-Series

. "'Benton Harbor Lunchbox" series (HW-19, HW-29A, HW-30)
- DX-Series Transmitters (AT-1, DX-100, DX-60)

. Linear Amplifiers (SB-200 and SB-220)

. QRP transceivers (HW-7, HW-8, HW-9)

- Accessories and test equipment (SWR and power meters, dummy
loads, keyers)




Amateur Radio Products




Amateur Radio Products
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Test Equipment Products

- VTVMs, VOMs, and multimeters

- RF and audio signal generators

» Oscilloscopes

- Power supplies

. Tube and transistor testers

. Impedance bridges, capacitor testers
- Television servicing equipment




the chart taut st all tinses for easy reading of afl tube st dats. Chart
and meter are both iMluminated. The compuct size of the IT-21 with
convenient carrying handle makes it ideal for portable use a5 well as
on the test bench.

LS RS P L TRE R 2 e O $69.95




Computer Products

- Analog computers

. Pocket calculators

. H-8

. H-11

. H-89

- H/Z-100

- IBM PC compatibles

- Robots: HERO-1, HERO Jr., HERO 2000




Computer Products

59950

Heathkit Educational Analog Computer

# Excellent teaching aid for a2 course in compiter electronics * Vividly illus-
trates the eiectronic analogies to mathematical probleams » Handies problems
as complex as fluid flow, damped harmonic motion, and fiight of a projectile
in a viscous medium « 9 OC operational amplifiers » Switching allows ampli-
fior balance without removing problem setup ® Builtin regulated power
supply—3 initial condition power supplies 5 variable-coefficient potentiom-
eters » Built-in oscillator for re-cycling computer through problem * Provides
students with dramatic illustration of varying mathematical parsmeters «
Simple assembly and operation » Complete instructions supplied

8 SR TR L R B s L. 2T

SPECIFICATIONS—Amplifinrs: Opu\ locp gain opproximately 1000, Cuipus—sd
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Heathkit Pockel Calculator
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Computer Products

Save a big $1,335 — and get a complete, DEC-
compatible educational/ science computer system

Move into the world of robotics with the first sophisticated teaching robot-HERO 1
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Other/Unusual Products

Go Places...On The New Heathkit'
“Boonie-Bike”...The All-Seasor

Ideal For Classroom Work, , .
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Other/Unusual Products

Turn your music into a dazzling light show

The TD-1008 Color Organ adds exciting sights 10 your sound system
With its exira wide gynamic range, it translates any Kind of music into
pulsing, whirfing starbursts of color, Just connect the TD-1006 to the
spoaker loads of any sound source (except AM radio), Without effect-
ing the sound, active filters separate the audio signal into four fre-
quency bands, aach with 35 brililantly colored lights — red for bass,
vlue for low-midrange, green for upper-midrange and amber (or treble
(140 Bghts total). The lights pulsate in time fo the music creating
spokes of color that seem 1o swirl.

Just wire the two circult boards and install the pre-atrung lights in tha
factory-assembiod cabinet. A single knob on the side controls sensk-
thvity and turns powar on or off. Just 4% " deep - even hang it on 1he
wall. Walnut-grainad vinyl-clad cass. black-out front panel. Wa think
you'll agree music has never looked bettar,

Kit TD-1006, Shpg. WL 32 iba.

Reathkit” "Starmaker” Transistor Guitar
Ampiifier Amd llamoav-lv-lleathkn Guitars

TD-1008 Specifications
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Other/Unusual Products

Heathkit Big-Capacity Microwave Oven

* One of Ihe (argeal drans avaiadd
* Qs cooking tme up fo T0%
* 2 yoar warrasdy an tube
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C) Heathkit Minimizer™ Trash
Compactor...159.95

NO MONEY DOWN For Mom, a Christmas presant ane’ll enjoy year ‘round. |
mast modarn trash handling system for the home, in easy:
service kit form. The Minimizer handles all noemal househ
glass and plastic containors, tin cans, wrappings, boxes, flc
ings, ight bulbs, etc. The packing ram descends with 200
10 reduce refuse to almost & of its anlginal size, packagir
terial in & neal disposable ba?—nm bag holds an ent
trash for an average family ot r| When the bag's 'ull. g
over the top and remove a neal, dry package
pickup, And the Minimizer deadorizes the contents eaol
drawer 15 opened and closed. Your Heathkit Minimizer can
under the ktchan countar or left frea-standing. its bright wi
€l Tinish with marbie-tone vinyl-clad top complaments any ¢
bulw it yoursalt in 6 to 10 hours. The M—by\uw
ete operational servicing and trouble-shooting in
Has lon?-mo 15-hp, motor, plugs into 110-120 VAC oo
housghold outlel. Kit includes 6 plastic-limed bags, onp ¢
dorant. Measures 34%"-35W " Hx 15" Wx 25% " D.

Kit GU-1800, 210 Ibs., Exp./Frt. ... ... ... )
GUA-1800-1, 15 plastic-lined bags, 10 Ibs., mallable ... .
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Buying and Restoring Heathkits

Source Pros Cons
eBay Widest range of items. Highest selling prices.
Some buyer protection. Have to buy sight unseen.
Feedback system for rating sellers. Shipping costs, possible duties, tariffs.
Possibility of shipping damage.
Maxsold Usually local, items can be picked up. Have to buy sight unseen.

Generally lower prices than eBay.

Limited buyer protection and feedback system.
High fees (some paid by seller).
Have to pick up on specific day/time.

Flea Markets, Hamfests, Garage
Sales, etc.

Usually good prices.

Not bidding against others.
Can see item before buying.
No shipping cost.

Limited number of events.
Hit and miss what you can find.
Typically no buyer protection or feedback system.

Typically local.
No fees.

Limited buyer protection and feedback system.
Can be hard to find items.

OVRC and other live auctions

Often good prices (unless bidding war).

Can see item before buying.
No shipping cost.

Have to physically be there.
Hit and miss what you will find.
Some fees.

OVRC and other online auctions

Often good prices (unless bidding war).
Don't have to physically be there.
No shipping cost.

Have to buy sight unseen.
Have to pick up on specific day/time.
Some fees.




Buying and Restoring Heathkits

. Similar to restoring radios:
- Replace electrolytic and paper caps, resistors shifted in value, etc.

. Challenge finding unique parts (transformers, knobs, faceplates,
unusual pots and switches, etc.)

. Safety: May want to add 3-wire cord, fuse, safety caps, etc.

- Unique to Heathkits:

- Original manuals cover full assembly, test/alignment procedures, theory
of operation, etc.

« Quality of build varies, can't assume built correctly.
- Modifications are common.
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Summary

Why did they go out of business?
Heathkits are sought after and collectible
Many products still in use

Many resources on the Internet



References

- My Lulu published books:
- My YouTube channel:

- My Github repositories:



https://www.lulu.com/spotlight/tranter
https://www.youtube.com/@jefftranter
https://github.com/jefftranter

« Questions?
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